
 
PR/11/08 
 

EUTELSAT COMMUNICATIONS PAYS TRIBUTE TO SIR ARTHUR C. CLARKE  
‘FATHER OF THE GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT’ 

 
Paris, 19 March 2008 

Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL) pays tribute to Sir Arthur C. Clarke, the 

writer and scientist whose expertise and imagination ushered in the age of satellite 

communications and who died today in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 

It was Sir Arthur C. Clarke's article published in the British Journal 'Wireless World' in 

October 1945 that mapped out the potential of the geostationary orbit for satellite 

communications. Clarke's theory was that at an altitude of 36,000 km above the earth a 

satellite would make one revolution every 24 hours; i.e., that it would remain stationary above 

the same spot. Today, over 300 satellites are located in the 'Clarke Belt', providing 

broadcasting, broadband and telecommunications services around the world and forming a 

vital component of the Information Society. 

 

Giuliano Berretta, Eutelsat Communications CEO said: "Sir Arthur C. Clarke’s departure is a 

sad day for all satellite operators, and also for me personally. I was a great admirer of his 

science-fiction work at an early age, and even more so later in my professional life working in 

telecommunications and television satellites. I was regularly in contact with him, and in 2000 

Eutelsat dedicated to him our SESAT1 satellite which is the nearest in longitude from his 

home in Sri Lanka. As recently as February this year Eutelsat sent a film crew to interview 

him in what may be his last interview." 

 
Click here for Sir Arthur C. Clarke’s article in Wireless World. 

http://www.eutelsat.com/news/pdf/ClarkeWirelessWorldArticle.pdf


 

 
About Eutelsat Communications 

Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL, ISIN code: FR0010221234) is the holding company of 
Eutelsat S.A.. With capacity commercialised on 24 satellites that provide coverage over the entire 
European continent, as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and significant parts of Asia and the 
Americas, Eutelsat is one of the world's three leading satellite operators in terms of revenues. At 31 
December 2007, Eutelsat’s satellites were broadcasting almost 3,000 television channels and 1,100 
radio stations. More than 1,100 channels broadcast via its HOT BIRD™ video neighbourhood at 13 
degrees East which serves over 120 million cable and satellite homes in Europe, the Middle East and 
North Africa. The Group’s satellites also serve a wide range of fixed and mobile telecommunications 
services, TV contribution markets, corporate networks, and broadband markets for Internet Service 
Providers and for transport, maritime and in-flight markets. Eutelsat's broadband subsidiary, Skylogic, 
markets and operates services through teleports in France and Italy that serve enterprises, local 
communities, government agencies and aid organisations in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. 
Headquartered in Paris, Eutelsat and its subsidiaries employ 538 commercial, technical and 
operational experts from 27 countries. 
www.eutelsat.com 
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